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to the Asiatic community through Mr. Gandhi and his co-signatories
is a most unfortunate event and likely to intensify the feelings of suspicion
among the Asiatic races inhabiting the Colony, and, as I deem myself
a citizen of this country, it hurts me to think that those who are in authority
and who govern this country in my name should have little regard for
solemn obligations,

/ have the honour to be,

Sir,

Tour obedient servant,
ESSOP ISMAIL MIA

CHAIRMAN,

BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908

148.   LETTER TO M. CHAMNEY
P. O, Box 4736,
JOHANNESBURG,
May 26, 1908
M. CHAMNEY, ESQ.
COLONIAL OFFICE
PRETORIA
DEAR SIR,
I beg to apply formally for a return of my application for voluntary
registration and all the papers given by me to you in connection with
the matter, for the following reasons.
I have just learnt that it is the definite intention of the Government
to legalize voluntary registration under the Asiatic Act making the Act
applicable to such Asiatics in every other respect. This I consider to be
a distinct breach of the compact arrived at between the Government
and the Asiatic communities of the Transvaal.
General Smuts told me at the interview at which you were present
that, if the compact on the part of the Asiatic communities was carried
out, he would repeal the Act. This, as you are aware, was in answer
to my letter1 of the 1st February last, asking for a definite assurance on
the matter. I claim that the Asiatics have more than fulfilled their part
of the contract. It was, therefore, the Government's duty to declare
their intention to repeal the Act. Moreover, the letter accepted by
General Smuts shows clearly that the Act was in no case to apply to
those who might be voluntarily registered. The draft letter placed
1 Vide "Letter to General Smuts", pp. 51-2.